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tap new sources of supply; and to collect and pmb!ishf for
the information of Government and the trade, reliable
statistics regarding the extent of cultivation, the prospects
of the crops and such general information as might be
acceptable to the mercantile community in India and the
cotton interests at home and abroad. The high prices
ruling for the staple had more influence than would have
had ten thousand Cotton Commissioners in extending the
cultivation. The improvement of the plant was quite a
different matter. The native cultivator considered he knew
rather more about his crop than did even the expert Scotch
gardeners who later came to our aids and he was therefore
not over - anxious to be taught. 1 fear no great progress
in this last direction at any time was made. But the
change of seed, which was carried out on a large scale?
undoubtedly did good. My chief success was in the matter
of assisting the traffic and encouraging and aiding the
establishment of branch European firms with machinery
for cleaning and pressing cotton at certain points in the
comparatively remote inland districts.

After the manner of my great master. Temple, I rode about
everywhere and collected what information I could, and
in due time wrote and published a big report. This was well
received in India and England, was repnblished as a Parlia-
mentary paper, and had the honour not only of a review, but
of a leading article also, in * The Times/ and of equal appre-
ciation from & The Manchester Gnardian? and other news-
papers. The chief difficulty at first was to get the cotton
to the railway and thence to Bombay, and in decent con-
dition. In those days the Great India Peninsmlar Railway
was not open beyond Bhosawul. The unwieldy loose bags
of cotton called dokras had to be brought great distances
in country carts, over bad roads and often unbridged
streams. The result was that the cotton suffered in transit,
and damp, dust, and delay much affected the consign-
ment before it reached the railway line. And the com-
plaints from Bombay and Manchester were loud and con-